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bpha appoints two new Non-Executive Directors to join its Board 

 

 

bpha is delighted to announce the appointments of Martin Hurst as a Non-Executive Director and Ian 

Ailles as a Co-optee to its Board. 

Mr Hurst and Mr Ailles join bpha at a time when the housing sector is going through a significant 

amount of change, and these appointments bring a wealth of experience to the Board. 

Following a PhD in Economics and Econometrics, Mr Hurst served as an Economist for HM Treasury for 

nine years. He was appointed as a civil servant Senior Policy Advisor to Tony Blair for Environment, 

Planning and Housing in 2002. Since then he has overseen large budgets as both Director of Water and 

Floods and as Commercial Director at the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. He has 

previously been the Vice Chair of Wandle Housing Association and is currently on secondment to 

Affinity Water. 

Mr Ailles was originally trained as an accountant with Ernst & Young. Following qualification he moved 

to NatWest Markets as Head of Finance and then to Thomas Cook as Group Financial Controller before 

rising to Deputy CEO and MD of their Specialist Businesses. From 2007 he worked for Wyndham, a US 

company before rejoining Thomas Cook in 2011 as the UK CEO and a member of the Global Executive 

Committee, stepping down in 2014. He is now Non-Executive Chairman of Intuitive Systems. 

 

- ends - 

 

Notes to editors:  

 

bpha is a housing association which is committed to providing its customers with high quality, value for 

money services whilst continuing to develop energy efficient, sustainable and affordable housing.  Based 

in Bedford and operating in the Home Counties between Oxford and Cambridge, bpha owns over 17,600 

homes, employs over 340 staff and in 2014/15 had an annual turnover in excess of £118 million.   

 

For more information, please call Carole Theobald, Head of Communications, on  

01234 791 135 or email carole.theobald@bpha.org.uk.   
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